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TO THE 


WorTay PARISHIONERS 


1 e 0 172 
& Olive Hare Suse. 


BY this Sermon, 551 ch was a before you, is 
now publiſhed at your Requeſt, ] have no Occaſion 
to ſay any Thing more about it. The Relation 1 
| 1; in to you, makes it reaſonable for me to comply with 
any Thing of this Kind that you aſk me and that handſome 
Regard, with which always, but at this Time more eſpe- 
= cially, you have treated me, commands it. What Ac- 
ceptance this Diſcourſe may meet Wi th from the I orld, 
or what Good it may do in it, I know not. But ubat- 
ever That may be, This I hope, and am perſuaded of, 
= :hat You will act ina perfect Conſiſtency with it, that 
You will always diſtinguiſh yourſelves for your Religion, 
your Peaceableneſs and Submiſſion to Government, and not | 
contradict in your Practice, what you have been plea fed 9 
* 2 to give your LL on of. Az 
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I have nothing more to add than my Prayers for your 
Welfare; that you may be proſperous in this World, 
and at the ſame Time wiſe for the other ; that the | 
Harmony and good Underſtanding, which now for up- 
wards of twenty Years hath ſubſiſted between us, may 
fill ſfubfift ; and that as we have from the Beginning, 
d fo we may continue to the End, to love one another : This 
is what I have always eſteemed my Glory, ny this ts 
what will always _—_ Jo # to, | 


Your faithful Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


E. ARROWSMITH. 


2 SAM. x. Ver. 12. 


Be of good Courage, and let us play the Men, for our 
People, and for the Cities of our God; and = Lord 
do that which ſeemeth him good.” 


rT \HIS is now the fifth Time, we have been called upon by ? 
Authority, with ſolemn Humiliation and Prayer to implore 


a Bleſſing upon his Majeſty's Arms, that ſo he may obtain 


Juſtice, and the Performance of — to this 8 Nation. 4 


1 ae in my firſt Diſcourſe (for People” 8 Minds then 
were gay, and they ſeemed to be but little affected with what we 
waere engaging in) I obſerved to you the calamitous and progreſſive 

Nature of War, what Deſtruction it brought upon the Earth; and 
how that when once it was begun, no one could tell where it would 
end. We flattered ourſelves then (and from the Appearance of 


| Things there was ſome Reaſon to do ſo) that as our Cauſe was juſt, 


and the Enemy we had to encounter with, not a very terrible one; 


that as our Preparations were quicker than theirs, and we hid 


viſibly many Advantages, that the War would ſoon be over, that 


they could make no long Oppoſition, but Things muſt be brought 8 


to a ſpeedy and an happy Concluſion. But I 'abſerved to you 
= That 


then, there was no truſting to theſe Appearances. 


Time might make great Alterations. — That deep and well laid 
Counſels might be baffled and diſappointed. ——Enemics might 


riſe up we little thought of, and Evils great and many be brought 


I, upon us, which then we neither feared nor apprehended. — F 


as; 


_ Tra 


- 
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| 
TY That the Cloud we ſaw gathering, and tben appeared no bigger 
than a Man's Hand, might ſpread and grow large, till it covered 
5 the whole Face of the Heavens, and ended in an univerſal Tem- 
| peſt.— In ſhort, that the War which was begun in America might 
1 come over into Eurtpe, and rage in all its Fury at our own Doors. 
Ibis was what I obſerved to you at the Beginning of this War, and 
it hath been but too ſadly verified ſince. That Nation which for 
5 | many Years backward hath been the great Troubler of Europe, in 
all Probability was early at the Bottom of this Miſchief, widening 
"i | . our Breaches with Spain, encouraging, if not adviſing them to con- 
!| tinue the iniquitous Meaſures they were engaged in, and ſupporting | 
them all along, though covertly at fiſt, yet with very powerful Aſ- 
|. If ſiſtance. As new Accidents fell in, by which ſhe might embroil 
{ | others, and avail herſelf; ſhe by Degrees threw off the Maſk, 
and acted a more open Part. Upon the Death of the late Em- 
peror, ſhe was ſaid to have fomented the War i in Germany, and to 
| i | have concerted meaſures to have deprived the Queen of Hungary of . 
||.:| thoſe hereditary Countries, which, not many Years before, ſhe ſo- 
|| lemnly plighted her Faith, that ſhe would guaranty to her, and her 
Poſterity. In Conſequence of this ſhe is faid to have ſet Sueden 
and Muſcovy a quarreling, thereby to draw off their Attention from 
what ſhe was doing, that ſo ſhe might not be interrupted in 
: bringing about her Deſigns. Nay, and to make the more ſure Work 
of it, it is ſaid, ſhe would have perſuaded the Turk to have been 
as faithleſs as herſelf, and without any Provocation to have made an 
f Inroad into Chriſtendom. Thus by lowering, if not ruining the 
| | Houſe of Auſtria, and dividing her Territories into ſeveral Hands, 
if | ſhe would have reduced Germany into the Form of a Province; 
conſiſting of many petty States, with one indeed ſtiled Emperor at their 
1 Head; but one, who ſhould neither erh had Riches nor Power to 
ö « withſtand 
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withſtand her, but who; as he was raiſed by her Intereſt, ſhould 
be devoted to her Service. | 


To abviate ſuch perniious Deſigns, which ſeemed calculated to 
ſubvert the Liberties of Europe, this Nation ſtept early in to the 
Defence of the Queen of Hungary, by which Means we have drawn 
out the Reſentment of France, which before was more concealed; 
who now impatient of any longer Diſguiſe, hath publickly declared 
by Words as well as Deeds; by a Manifeſto, as well as by her late 
intended Invaſion, that hoſtile Enmity ſhe bears againſt us, and that 
her Views are not barely to do Herſelf Juſtice, as ſhe calls it, but to 


(it makes no Matter which) upon our Throne, and thereby, if 
 poſlible, to root us out from being a Free and a Proteſtant Nation. 
= So that now, together with Spain, We have France likewiſe to con- 
tend with, and what more we may have, Time muſt ſhew.— 
But theſe ſeem to be full enough for us to deal with. Theſe 
Countries are large and powerful, and by the Nature of their Go- 
vernment, which is arbitrary and deſpotic, have ſome Advantages 
which freer States have not, to enable their Princes to annoy their 
Neighbours with greater Vigour and Diſpatch. Whatever, therefore, 
Art or Malice, or Numbers can do, that they will do, and we 
may expect to be diſtreſſed, in every Way they can diſtreſs us. 


| This 1s our - hos Situation, and melancholy. enough God 5 
knows it is. However, though our Enemies are powerful and de- 
ſperately bent upon our Ruin: Vet. hat then? wiſe and brave 
Men do not give Things over for loſt till they are ſo. And if 


fer Temper to collect ourſelves and ſtand firm, and to make the 


ruin Us, ſince her avowed Deſign 1s to ſet the Pretender, or his Son 


this Danger that looks ſo threatening doth! but bring us to a pro- I 
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beſt Uſe of the Means we have in our Power, who knows what 
the Event may be? This Storm may blow over as others have done, 
and publick Peace and Happineſs again return, Wherefore, Be of 
good Cou rage, and let us play the Men, for our People, and for the 
Cities of our God; and the Lord do * which Seemeth him good. 


| The Occaſion upon cih theſe Words were ſpoken, was this: 


Joab, a great Captain under King David, was ſent to revenge an Af- 
front which had been put upon his Maſter by the Children of 
Ammon; and being got into a Place from whence there was no re- 
treating, his Enemies, who were ſuperior to him in Number, having 
ſurrounded him on every Side, he made the beſt Diſpoſition of his 

Troops that he could; and having ſettled the Order of Battle, he 

then harangued them in a ſhort, but very Soldier-like Manner, Be 
of good Courage, and let us play the Men, for our People, | and for the 

Cities of our God; and the Lord do that which ſeemeth him good. As 
if he ſhould have faid, you ſee the Danger which you are in, an 
Army numerous and powerful ready to attack you, and who viſibly 


have many Advantages over you. But do not mind that, never re- 


gard Them, any otherwiſe than as it may make you take the more 
Heed to Vourſelves, that You behave well, and every one be ſure to 
do his Duty, You have a good Cauſe, wherefore, Be of good Cu- 


rage, and. play the Alex, Je you fight for your _ and the Cr ties 


2 * God. 


But here ſame one may be * to a9 This may be very * 


for Soldiers or Armies in the Field, but what is it to us who ſtay at 
Home; or how can we, who ſhall have no Share in the Engagements 
_ which. may happen either by Sea or Land, be concerned in any Ad- 


vice of this Nature: To which I anſwer, much every way. For 
1 


1 


though we ſtay at home, the Succeſs which thoſe will have, who 
are employed in Service abroad, will greatly depend upon Us. Our 
good Behaviour will have an happy Effect upon theirs, and by the 
Bleſſing of God crown their Labours with Vidory. For in vain 
are they brave, whether by Sea or Land; in vain will it be that 
they are of good Courage, and that they ole the Men, if you on 
your Parts do not play the Men alſo: If you by your Jealouſies and 
Fears, and Diviſions, withdraw your Aſſiſtance, or by an ill-timed 
1 Frugality ſend it them too ſparingly : Nay, if you do not ſtrive to- 
gether with them, every one in his Station, and according to his 
Ability, to promote the ſame great and good End that they do. The 

= Body politick in this Reſpect is like the Body natural; each Part 
ſtands in Need of the Aſſiſtance of the other. If one is diſabled, 
or draws back, it is a Weight upon the reſt; and in Proportion to : 
W the Conſequence it is of to us, unfits us for any Work of Import- 
ance. The Hands cannot do any great Matter alone, unleſs ſup- 
= ported with freſh Vigour, by that which every other Member can 
ſupply. N or will it ſignify any Thing that we are Strong, unleſs 
that Strength be properly kept up, and directed. And ſo it is in 

the Body politick. One Rank and Order of Men is to do one 
Thing, Another another Thing, and there muſt be a mutual Sub- 
ſerviency, otherwiſe nothing will be done well. Thus though we 

do not fight; we muſt feed and clothe, and pay thoſe that do, and 
the Vigour and Bravery of their Efforts will be more or leſs, in Pro- 
portion to that Readineſs and Zeal with which they are ſupplied. 

So much therefore depending upon thoſe who ſtay at home, and there 
being ſuch a Scope for them wherein to ſhew their Courage, and to 
Play the Men; permit me to mention a few Inſtances, wherein v 
ſhould now more particularly ſhew it, and what in our preſent Cir- »m« 
cumſtances ought to be your Behaviour. Now that which in the 
ee | : JH : Fit 


[10] 


Firſt Place, and before all Things ought to be done, ! is to apply 
n heartily to God for a Bleſſing upon his Majeſty s Arms. 


Second! „That you ſhould preſerve ed and Concord n 


yourlelves, and 


Thirdy, That you ſhould readily concur with our Governors in 
every Meaſure which is enter'd into for our common Safety. 
After which, 


= Bee, 1 ſhall fot baſes you what ſtrong Motives you have to 
"_ you thus to behave. 3 


The frÞ Thing PORE you have to do is ; to 1 to Cod, to re- 
15 yourſelves and your Cauſe to him, and to beg a Bleſſing upon 3 
thoſe Arms which are taken up in our Defence. Hither it is that 4 
we are to look, aud upon him that we are to depend for Help. Suc- 
ceſs comes neither from the Eaft, nor from the Ve; from the 
North, nor from the South; but it is God that ſetteth up one and 
pulleth down another. All Things are under his Direction and Ma- 
nagement, and he bringeth about Events in the Manner he pleaſeth. | 
If he be propitious to us, our Affairs will proſper, we ſhall ſubdue ® 
our Enemies, and all Oppoſition will fall before us. But if he ſet 
his Face againſt us, it is not Ships nor Armies that will fave us, for 
by Strength ſhall no Man prevail. God therefore being the ſove- 
reign Diſpoſer of all Things, to him upon all Occaſions, much more 
upon ſuch an important Occaſion as this, we ſhould make our Sup- 
plication, ſhew him of our Trouble, and implore his Aſſiſtance. He 
is not a rigid and auſtere Lord, carrying Things on in neceflary and | 
relente , 


| 


1 


relentleſs Ways: No, he is gentle and eaſy to be entreated. Even 


in the Midſt of Judgment he will remember Mercy, his Ears are 
ever open to the Prayers of returning Sinners, and when they cry 
unto him in their Trouble, he will deliver them out of their Diſ- 
treſs. Such Reaſon is there from the Power and Goodneſs of God 
on one Hand, and ſuch Encouragement from the Prevalency of 


Prayer on the other, for us to apply ourſelves to God right humbly, 


and to preſent our Supplications before him. Wiſely therefore have 
our Governors appointed this ſolemn Day of Humiliation, and I 
hope hitherto it hath been as piouſly obſerved by you. We have here 


appeared as the People of God in ancient Times uſed to do; our Old 

Men and our Young, our Wives and our Little Ones before the Lord, 
and I hope it will be with the like good Succeſs that they had, that 
3 God will be gracious to the Land, and remember his Servants. But 
den in order for us reaſonably to expect this, and to hope that this 


Day's Humiliation will be acceptable to him, and ſuch as thereby 
he will ſuffer himſelf to be entreated, we muſt not think that it is 


enough that we have faſted and wept, that we have offer d up the 
Calves of our Lips, confeſs'd and bewail'd our Sins, and humbly 


implor'd God's Favour and Protection. For though theſe are fit and 
proper Expreſſions for us to make, and our Humiliation would be 


defective were it not to be perform'd in this ſolemn Manner, (this 


being no more than what the Honour and Juſtice of God may well 
require, as it is making the beſt Amends we can, for that Diſſer- 
vice, which by our Profaneneſs and Immorality, we have done 


his Religion in the World) yet they are no otherwiſe proper, no | 
otherwiſe valuable, than as they are attended with that, which is 


ſuppoſed by them, 7. e. Minds ſincerely afflicted with the Senſe of 


their Sins, and truly deyoted to God and his Service. For if, whilſt 


we mortify our Body, we indulge our Pride; if whilſt we recount - 
8 . 1 the 


[2] 
the Nation's Sins, we forget our Own; or if whilft confeſſing our 
' own Sins, we never think of leaving them: If all our good Thoughts 
15 ö end with the Day, and afterwards we return with the Sow that was 
| waſh'd to her wallowing in the Mire; to what Purpoſe is it, that 
we have put on this Guiſe of Religion, or what will ſuch humbling | 
| profit us? People that weep for their Sins ſhould forſake chem. 
And if they rent their Garments, they ſhould rent their Hearts too: 
| Otherwiſe if they will not be at the Pains of doing this, they may 
ſpare themſelves the Trouble of doing hat. Would we then derive 
a ghleſſing from God upon Us, and our Country, we muſt take care 
that our Hearts go along with our Tongues, and that as we profeſs | b 
| to repent, we endeavour to bring forth the Fruits of i it, in an n holy I 
aud unblameable Life and Converſation. 
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. j This! is che firſt Rp we are to whe. We are to look up to God 
3 for Help, from whom cometh Salvation, and by a ſincere Repen- 
tance we are to ſeek to obtain it of him. But then this is not all. 
i | In the next place we are to look down upon ourſelves ; to conſider 
docdur own Faculties and Powers, and whatever we are able to do for 
ourſelves, that we muſt do, It is to no Purpoſe to aſk for Bleſſings, 
if we uſe not our own beſt Endeavours to obtain them. It is ſo in 
private Life; when we aſk that God would give us the Things of our 
1 Need, Food to eat, and Raiment to put on, we are never ſuppoſed 
to mean that God would bring them to us ready prepared, but ra- 
N ther that he would ſo far proſper our Labours and Contrivances, as 
b — that we may be ſo happy as to procure and to enjoy them. The 
ſame Thing holds equally true for Bodies and Communities of Men. 
Where the Intereſt of all is concerned, the joint Aſſiſtance of all 
ſhould de engaged; and publick Undertakings muſt be ſupported 
by an hearty Concurrence of the Publick. And therefore, as in the 
preſent | 
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X preſent Caſe, where we are enter d into a War, that is likely to try 

all our Strength; to their Prayers to God, all Orders of Men, accord- 

I ing to their Abilities,” ſhould join a helping Hand, and contribute 
their Share to the vigorous carrying of it on. They ſhould uſe all 

Diligence and Fidelity, and follow thoſe Methods which Reaſon 
and Prudence ſhew to be moſt likely to bring Things to a ſucceſsful 

I Iſſue. This indeed would open a large Field for me to ſet forth how 


each one ſhould act; ſince it would take in the Governors as well as 


the Governed; and Thoſe who are to give, as well as Thoſe who are 
3 tO follow Orders. | - But as the upper Part of the World is what ! 


have no Concern with, or if I had, would require a nicer Diſcern- 


ment, a larger Scope of Knowledge and Experience than what I can 
3 pretend to; I ſhall therefore paſs theſe over, and confine myſelf to 
3 | you, and ſhew what Manner of Behaviour, at ſuch a Time as this, 
it becomes Perſons in your Stations, and * Circumſtances more e 
Y ſpecially, to diſtinguiſh yourſelves by. And the Thing I would re- 
43 commend to you is, that which I mentioned as the 


= 4 Second Head, That you ſhould ſtrive to koep Unity and Concord 

among your ſelves, That all our Differences and Animoſities, every thing 
that uſed to divide us, and ſet us at a diſtance from one another, 
ſhould be given up to the Publick Good; and we like the Members 
of the Body, whatever Rank we are in, whether Hands or Feet, or what- 


: | ever elſe, be at perfect Agreement with the Reſt, and concur in car- | 
ping on the Buſineſs and Intereſt of the Whole, It is with Kingdoms 


W a it is with Families, when once divided againſt themſelves they can- 


| not ſtand. Whilſt one pulls one Way, the other another Way, Things 


muſt go ill at Home, and poorly Abroad; and the Parties, by weak- 
ning each other, muſt both become an eaſier Prey to the common 
Enemy, And to divide us, hath been the known Artifice of hat 5 


42.4 M 
politick Nation, which at laſt hath thought fit openly to declare War 
againſt us. She always had ſome Bone of Contention or other to 


throw out, to raiſe our Paſſions and inflame our Diſcontents, thereby 


to draw off our Attention from Things of more Importance, and 


give her the Opportunity of puſhing more ſucceſsfully her own 


Schemes. And though God in his Goodneſs hath hitherto preſerved 


us from the Snares ſhe hath laid for us, yet ſometimes ſhe hath 
brought us to the very Brink of Ruin, and at others, hath hindered 


us from making thoſe Advantages which were fairly in our Power. 
There are two very remarkable Periods in the Engliſh Hiſtory, 


wherein the Truthof this but too fully appears. The one was about 1 
the Middle of the laſt Century, when by keeping up the Differen- 
ces betwixt the King and Parliament, and taking fides with both, FF 
as beſt ſerved her turn, ſhe well-nigh ruin'd Us: The other, at the = 

| Concluſion of the late War, when to the everlaſting Diſgrace of 4 
thoſe, who were then in the Adminiſtration, after Victory upon I 
Victory, and Loſſes which had brought her to the loweſt Ebb, the 2 


dextrouſly ſaved herſelf, and roſe up more with the Air of a Con- 


queror, than one that had been fo ſhamefully vanquiſhed. The 


ſame Arts ſhe was ſo ſucceſsful in then, ſhe will no doubt uſe again. 
Whatever elſe ſhe is wanting in, ſhe is not wanting in Craft ; and 
If ſhe cannot carry her Points by open force, ſhe will try at it by 
undermining us. 'This ſhould put us upon our guard, and teach us 


Wiſdom. Whatever Jealouſies, or Diſlikes, or Diſcontents we 
may have, we ſhould ſuppreſs them, not ſuffering them to break 
us into Parties, and to deaden our Zeal for the Good of our Coun- 


try. Thus united, we ſhould appear ſtronger, which would be of 
Service to us many Ways, as it would make us carry more weight 
with our Friends, and be a greater Terror to our Enemies: Eſpe- 
dy if to this were added, 


a” 


Thirdh, 


L 154 
Thirdly, A ready and chearful Concurrence with every Meaſure 
that is adviſed by our Governors for the better carrying on the 
Affairs of the Nation. If ever an implicit Obedience to Gover- 
nors is commendable, it is certainly in Times of Difficulty and 
Danger. The Commonwealth then is like a Ship in a Storm ; and 
if the Paſſengers were all to riſe up and ſteer, or in any other In- 
ſtance to take upon them the Direction, 'tis Odds ſhe would ſoon 
$ founder, or bulge upon Rocks. In like Manner is it here. The 
8 People (i. e. ſuch as we) are thoſe Paſſengers; and our Buſineſs, 
like them, is to be quiet, to keep in our Places, and to do the 
Duties of them, and leave the Helm to thoſe, whoſe Right it is to 
govern it ; not cenſuring their Management, ſtruggling for their Power, 
and thruſting ourſelves into things that no way belong to us; ſince 
this will do nothing but breed Confuſion among ourſelves, obſtruct 
the publick Service, and bring on Diſgrace and Ruin. In ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as theſe, nothing ought to be attended to but the com- 
mon Safety, This is the Mark that every one ſhould aim at, hither 
“his Views ſhould be directed, and any Thing that would divert us 


f from it, ſhould be diſcountenanced and rejected. Jealouſies of our 


Governors, Fear of their Miſconduct, and Clamours for Redreſs of 
Grievances will ſ poil all; and whatever may be ſaid for them in 
more peaceable Times, Pol are nothing now but Craft and Faction, 
the Deſigns of reſtleſs wicked Men, to ſerve the Enemy, or them 
ſelves, or their Friends, at the Expence of their Country. This 
Sort of Men then we ſhould give no Ear to, believe none of their 
Stories, help to carry on none of their Schemes, but keep ourſelves _ 
cloſely attached to our Governors, believe well of them till we ſee 
Cauſe to the contrary, put the beſt Conſtruction upon their Counſels 
and Meaſures, and clearly and heartily do all in our Power, to 


ſtrengthen their Hands, till they have attain' d = glorious Ends 
they 
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they a aim a at, "the Preſervati ion l ourſelves from an infolent incroach- 
ing Enemy, and the Reſtoration of Peace, and a well ballanced Li- 
berty all over Europe. | | 
In ſuch Inſtances as theſe 3 is ; it, ile we ſhould ew our g 

and thus is it, that we ſhould Play the Men, In the t Place, re- 
commend ourſelves and out Cauſe to God, by Prayer, with a full 
Purpoſe of Amendment of Life, In the ſecond, Be at Vaity 
among ourſelves ; and in the third, Pay a ready Obedience to what 
our Governors require of us. To prevail upon you to do this, 4 
one would hope there i is little Reaſon to doubt. Since as Engliſhmen 
; you, have your Motives, as well as the Fews under Jaab had theirs, 3 
And theſe, I had almoſt ſaid, equally ſtrong and . * Lave = 
| Jour Pegple, and the Cities N 4111 Cod. I 


"og we ful Place you have your People, i. e. the Laut by V which 
you are a People, and that Liberty which is the S of 
thoſe Laws, to make you hearty and zealous, and unanimous in 
every Thing. relating to the Welfare of your Country. Now the 
preſerving of your Laws is no trifling Conſideration. The Happi- 
neſs of Life depends upon the Manner of a Government, and no 
where is this ſo well proy ided for, as by the civil Government of 
England. Of all others it is what good and wiſe Men would chuſe 
to live under, fince it i admirably well calculated for every one's | 
Eaſe and Safety. Here are no Reftraints, but what are neceſſary to 
prevent Miſchief; but every one, provided he doth no Harm, may 
do in a manner whatever he pleaſeth. No one, however Great, hath 
any Privilege to inſult the Meaneſt, much leſs to injure and op- 
preſs him, with Impunity. For here the Laws are binding upon all 
Sorts of People; and the Courts are * ard they may implead 
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one another, Nor is it likely Things ſhould be otherwiſe, or that 
they ſhall be ſubje& to any Changes which may affect their Liber- 
ty or their Property. The Method of making our Laws will ever 
be a Reaſon, why they muſt be mild, and equitable, and as favours 
able to the Subject as the Ends of Government can poſſibly admit; 
ſince they cannot be enacted but with the Conſent of thoſe, who 
are choſen by, and out of, the Body of the People. This therefore 
muſt always put a Stop to any exorbitant Encroachments of the 
3 Crown, and be an inſuperable Barrier for the Liberties of the Sub- 
MF. jet. This the wiſer and better Sort of Men are deeply ſenſible of, 

J and know how to value and eſteem it. And though through Wan- 

tonneſs, or ſome worſe Motive, great Outcries have been made of 


late, as if our Liberties were in danger, and we were going to be 
{ſwallowed up by arbitrary Power; this is nothing but the Voice of 
Faction grown turbulent by the Lenity of the Government: and 
thinking Men do plainly fee, that bur Danger is not from thence ; 


but that whenever we are ruin'd, it will be, not by an Increaſe of 


Power in the King, but by an Exceſs of Liberty in the Subject. 
3 Buch and fo mild is the Civil Government; and ſo happily may eve- 

ey one live under the Protection of it; which doubtleſs is a ſtrong 
— for _ one to exert himſelf 1 in its Defence, - 


But this, diodah a great Motive, is aner accompanied with a 
greater; you have likewiſe the Cities of your God, i. e. according to 


te Gloſs which I ſhall put upon it, you have the Church of Eng- 


land, where the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are taught, and the Wor- 
ſhip of God preſcribed with that Purity and Truth, as may well 
enough entitle all our Cities, wherein it is profeſſed, to the Charac- 
ter of Cities of God, This Church you have, and this I call a greater 
Motive than the other ; becauſe that teſpects the n this the Souls 
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[18] 
of Men. And ſo Tam ſure it would have been eſteemed in former Years. 
Our Forefathers were a ſerious, religious Race of Men, and as they 
would have counted nothing too much to he undergone for the Sake 
of Chriſt and his Goſpel, ſo neither would they for the Sake of the 
Church of England, which, as to its Doctrine and Worſhip, they 
thought was truly founded upon Scripture and Primitive Antiquity. 
What Weight this may carry with it now, I cannot ſo certainly tell. 
Times in this Reſpect are greatly alter'd for the worſe, and among 

all Orders of Men, there appears, if not a Contempt of, yet a pro- 
feſſed Indifferency towards, all the Publick Forms of Religion. 
Proteſtantiſm and Popery ſeem now to be little more than a Name 
to diſtinguiſn Men by, for as to any thing elſe, fuch as the Truth 
of the one, or the Falſhood, the Superſtition, or Idolatry of the other, 
we trouble ourſelves very little about it. There is a ſtrange Cold- 
neſs as to all theſe Matters; and now that the Church ſerves no longer 
the particular worldly Views of a Party, even thoſe who cried out 
the loudeſt for her, ſhew for her by their Behaviour little Regard or 
Eſteem. Tis true, every now and then we ſee Perſons expreſs ſome 
Abhorrence againſt Popery ; but this ſeems to ariſe more from the 
Miſchief they apprehend it will do them, than from any true Judg- 
ment of Things, or from any flaming Love they have to any Re- 
ligion of their own.—'Tis poſſible, however, their Coldneſs as to this 
Particular, may not be ſo great as it ſeems, and their Indifferency 
may be owing to other Cauſes. The long Calm we have enjoy'd, 
free from the Alarms of Danger, may have lull'd that Zeal to Sleep, 
which the Approaches of it may awaken. Trying Times bring 
many Virtues to light, which otherwiſe would have lain concealed, 
and the Friends of Religion, when obliged to exert themſelves, may 
appear as numerous and hearty as ever. And ſhould this Spirit re- 
vive, and ſhould Men be deſirous to be truly Chriſtians themſelves, 


2 


OE and 


1 191 
and to promote the Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity in al 
World, I know no Method of doing it that would claim their Re- 
gard more, or any that it would become. them better, earneſtly. to 
contend for, than that which is preſcribed by the Church of Eng- 
land. It is an Eſtabliſhment wiſely contrived to bring about the 
great and good Ends it was deſign'd for. Its Way of Worſhip is 
ſuch as no one can blame, that thoroughly underſtands it. Its Doc- | 
trines are pure, and agreeable to the Word of God. Its Ceremnnies 
grave, decent, and innocent. Its Government and Liturgy truly p:i- 
mitive. And then that Temper and Moderation with which every 
thing is conducted, is what can never be too much commended. 
She doth not breed Men up blindfold, and teach them to think that a 
ſubmiſſive Ignorance is one Mark of a good Catholick, and the Mo- 
3 ther of Devotion. She doth not deny them the free Uſe of the 
i Scriptures, nor confine her Liturgy to a Language only underſtood by 
the Learned. No, theſe, 0:2. the Scriptures and her Liturgy, are quite 
laid open; every one hath a ready Acceſs to them, and they are pub- 


liſhed in our Native . that they may be read and known of 
all Men. 


"Tis true, ſhe chiims. a Power to BACK Rites and Ceremonies, and 
likewiſe Authority in Matters of Faith. But this is only an Autho- 
rity of Order, ſuch an Authority as is proper for the Edification of 
her Members, and is neceſſary for the Preſervation of her as a 
Chriſtian Society. She lays no Claim to Infallibility, nor compells 
Men to a Conformity to her with the Terrors of Impriſonment or 
Death, Every one may make uſe of his private Judgment, and if 
he cannot comply with her Deciſions, he may withdraw himſelf 
from under them, and ſerve God quietly in his own Way. Andi if 
ſome abuſe this _— and, under a Pretence of Conſcience, run 
N ” C : 2 —_ into 
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[ 26 7 
into all the Wildneſſes of Hereſy and Schiſm; there is no Help for 
it. It ſhews indeed the Weakneſs of human Heads, or the Wicked- 


neſs of human Hearts. It ſhews how the beft Principles may be 


perverted to bad Purpoſes, but it is no Argument againſt the Princi= 
Py themſelves, nor the Manner of ſuch a Treatment. a 


Such are the Motives you have to be of good Courage and to play 
the Men. You have your People, and the Cities of your God, i. e. as 


I underſtand them, your Laws, your Liberties, and Religion, or in 
other Words, your Conſtitution both in Church and State; than 
which as nothing can be more valuable, f nothing * to be 
ſo dear to . 1 


And urely in Juſtice I ought not to omit, as a farther Motive, and 
that no inconſiderable One to excite your Zeal, I ought not (I fay) 


to omit mentioning the King, who is at the Head of this Conſti- 
tution, and from whom are derived to us all the Bleſſings of it. A 


King, of whom we have now had Experience for many Years: 


Uſe of his Prerogative, to burden and oppreſs his People. In all 


his Reign there have been no unjuſt Seizures of Eſtates to excite 


4 


the Orphans Cries, nor bloody Executions to cauſe the Widow's 
Lamentation, Whatever hath been done, hath been done in a 
Parliamentary Way, and all things have been carried on according 
to the known Laws of the Land. And though Jealouſies and Fears, 
of I know not what Evils, have all along been blown up by artful 


and deſigning Men, yet this is very certain, the Liberty of the Sub- 


ject was never carried to a greater Heighth in any Reign, and I wiſh it 
could be ſaid with equal Truth, that no Subjects 3 in any — ever 
better deſerved it. 


ge 


Who hath never committed one Act of Violence, nor once made 


[ 217 


9 dope chis can be kable to no finifter Conſtrudtion; ; it is not uſual 
with me to run into perſonal Encominms of any Sort: But really at 
ſuch a Time as this, it would be almoſt Criminal to forbear to fay 
what Truth ſo notoriouſly authoriſeth me. Eſpecially when ſuch an 
Indignity hath been offer'd to his Majefty, and ſuch an Inſult to this 
Nation, not only by an Invaſion, but by a Deſign of ſetting a Pre- 
tender upon the Throne. Preſumptuous Attempt !__—_ What muſt 
our Enemies think of us to dare it And what muſt we think 
of ourſelves, ſhould any one among us be ſo weak or ſo wicked as 
to favour it Were the Deſign no more than a mere Change of 
Perſens, yet in Gratitude to his Majeſty, under whoſe gracious Reign 
we have enjoy d, and {till hope to enjoy, ſo many Bleflings; in re- 


true Obedience, we ought to oppoſe it with the utmoſt Deteſtation. 
| Eſpecially when in Favour of One, whoſe very Name till of late 
was not known among us; to whom we are under no Ties either 
by the Laws of God or Man, and who, whenever he comes here, 
muſt come through a Sea of Blood. Thus then I ſay, were a Change {| 
= of Perſons all that was deſigned, yet no Man, that had any Regard 
= for himſelf or his Country, would be any way engaged in it. But 
W this is 7207 all. The Cauſe of the Pretender always had, and till 

| hath, Popery and Arbitrary Power tack'd to it. And the Queſtion 
with reſpect to him, is not ſingly, whether he or another ſhall reign 
over us, no nor yet whether This or That Sett of Men, high or low, 
Whig or Tory, Court or Country, ſhall have the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs; but whether we ſhall be a Free and Proteſtant People; 
whether our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, ſhall be continued to 
us, or ee we ſhall bor ever be — of them. 


3 bay | 
3 


I know _ 


gard to our Oaths, as one to whom we have ſworn all faithful and 
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I know this Objection hath within theſe few Weeks been atternpt- 


ed to be removed; and Stories have been ſpread abroad, that the 


Perſon that is now deſigned for us, hath been bred a Proteſtant, and 
profeſſeth himſelf well affected that Way. But what Authority 


thoſe Stories have, is not known, or if it was, are they much to be 


relied on. The Wiles of France and Rome are too well known for 


ſuch. Things to paſs upon us, and if they did any thing, would 


tempt us rather to think that the Son hath leſs Honeſty than the Fa- 


ther, ſince the Son denies that Faith, which yet (if he believes any) 


it is probable he believes, Whereas the Father was ſo far from diſ- 
owning it, that even when he was in Scotland, ſtruggling for a pro- 


teſtant Crown, he never was brought to give one Security | in Fayour | 
of a | Proteſtant Church. 


And now my N ſince we have fied Motives, as e 


Sls we have our People, and the Cities of our God: Since we are 
fo happy both in Church and State, and enjoy that Happineſs in its 
full Extent under the gracious Protection of him, who now fo wor- 
thily fills the Throne, let theſe Things prevail upon us, to be of good 


Courage, to ſhew ourſelves Men, Engl, :/hmen and Proteſtants. Let 
us join heartily in the Duties of this Day, in confeſſing our Sins, and 


forſaking them, in praying to God for Succeſs, and doing what is 
in our Power to promote it. And if we would but behave thus; 
if we would all be unanimous in our own Defence, and if, like 
Jacob, we thus wreſtled with God in Prayer, I ſhould hope, like 
him too, we ſhould have Power, and we ſhould prevail, 


Orif not, if the Time is come, when, in the Purpoſes of Hea- 
ven, this Nation muſt fall, ſhe that for Liberty, Laws and Religion, 
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is the Glory of the whole Earth; if the Time is come that ſhe muſt 
fall, we ſhould have this Comfort, that it would not be diſhonourably. It 
| would not be by Treachery, or Cowardice, by Faction or Corruption. 
But ſhe would fall (as indeed ſhe ought) with the Prayers and Tears, 
the Fortunes and Blood of all the Sons which ſhe hath brought up; 
who having done their utmoſt in her Defence, would have the Praiſe 


of all the good Men of the preſent Age, and tranſmit their Names 


to lateſt Poſterity. And though they failed of Succeſs here, yet 
ſtriving thus unto the very Death, they would be a Sort of Martyrs for 
their Country, and as ſuch would receive their Crowns in the other 
World, and be placed on the right Hand of the Throne of God. 


| Wherefore be of good Courage and play the Men, for your King, 
your Laws, your Liberties and Religion. And as to the Event, 
leave that to God.— Do * your * and let the Lord do that 
Y which feemeth him . 


FINIS. 
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